Heritable chromosome aberrations in mammals after exposure to chemicals.
The observation of dividing spermatocytes is routinely used to detect the induction of heritable chromosome aberrations such as reciprocal translocations in the treated animals or in their F1 offspring. 37 compounds have so far been tested for the induction of chromosome rearrangements in spermatogonia. Only 9 gave positive results. However, positive results were observed for all alkylating agents in the F1 test. From these observations it can be concluded that the spermatogonia which are the main germ cell type at risk represent a relatively safe germ cell stage.